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Objective/Learning Target: I can explain the impact of the 
Dred Scott Decision. 



Make sure you have a piece of paper and a pencil available 
to complete this lesson:
During this lesson you will be asked to 
complete the tasks below - make sure you 
record your thinking on a piece a paper so 
you can review it later.

● Warm up

● Lesson Activity

● Practice

● Reflection



Warm Up

Quickwrite- Write for as long as you can and 
give as many facts as you can on a given 
topic.

1. Set a timer for 2 minutes or use this 
timer

2. Write for the entire time, answering the 
following question...

What do you know the Supreme Court and 
how it works?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xG2aJa6UyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xG2aJa6UyY


Warm Up

This infographic breaks down what the Supreme 
Court is and how it works. How many facts did you 
mention in your quickwrite?

Today, we are going to learn about a Supreme 
Court case that had a strong impact in leading to 
the Civil War. Throughout this lesson, refer back to 
this infographic to understand the steps this 
Supreme Court case went through.

If you need to see the infographic in larger print, click 
here

https://datavizblog.com/2018/09/29/infographic-how-the-supreme-court-works-usa-gov/
https://datavizblog.com/2018/09/29/infographic-how-the-supreme-court-works-usa-gov/


Lesson Activity 

Watch the video about the Dred Scott vs. Sandford case. While watching the video, answer 
the following questions to complete your notes.

1. Review: What was the Missouri Compromise?
2. Who was Dred Scott?
3. Who was Roger Taney?
4. What was the Supreme Court’s decision?
5. What was the impact of the Dred Scott vs. Sandford case?

Click on this link when you are ready to watch the video and take notes.

Dred Scott vs. Sandford

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OazGts1xC9w


Practice 
Now, we will analyze some of the responses by other leaders about the Dred Scott vs. Sandford ruling. 
To do this, you will listen to an audio file and answer the two questions for each. Click on each link to 
listen to the audio file and answer the questions on your own sheet of paper.

1. Frederick Douglass- a national leader of the abolitionist movement in Massachusetts and New 
York

○ What was his view on the ruling? How do you know? (Use a quote)
2. Stephen Douglas- United States Senator from Illinois

○ What was his view on the ruling? How do you know? (Use a quote)
3. Lucy Stone- a prominent U.S. orator, abolitionist, and suffragist, and a vocal advocate and 

organizer promoting rights for women
○ What was her view on the ruling? How do you know? (Use a quote)

4. Charleston Mercury- The Charleston Mercury was a secessionist newspaper in Charleston, South 
Carolina, founded by Henry L. Pinckney in 1819

○ What was their view on the ruling? How do you know? (Use a quote)

http://www.teachushistory.org/files/dredscott/14.mp3
http://www.teachushistory.org/files/dredscott/18.mp3
http://www.teachushistory.org/files/dredscott/16.mp3
http://www.teachushistory.org/files/dredscott/23.mp3


Practice 
Read the following excerpt of Abraham Lincoln’s speech on the Dred Scott decision (June 
26, 1857, before becoming President) and answer the two accompanying questions.

1. What was his view on the ruling? How do you know? (Use a quote)
2. What does Lincoln say the differences between the Democratic and Republican 

parties are?

“How differently the respective courses of the Democratic and Republican parties 
incidentally bear on the question of forming a will-a public sentiment-for colonization, is 
easy to see. The Republicans inculcate, with whatever of ability they can, that the 
negro is a man; that his bondage is cruelly wrong, and that the field of his oppression 
ought not to be enlarged. The Democrats deny his manhood; deny, or dwarf to 
insignificance, the wrong of his bondage; so far as possible, crush all sympathy for him, 
and cultivate and excite hatred and disgust against him; compliment themselves as 
Union-savers for doing so; and call the indefinite outspreading of his bondage “a 
sacred right of self-government.”



Reflection

Using what you have learned about tension between the 
North and South, and the viewpoints on the Dred Scott 
case, reflect on the following question…

What other outcome could this case have had? Would a 
different ruling have avoided the Civil War?


